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The programme was introduced in 1983 by District Governor Joe Mason, who saw a 
need to provide for an awards programme through which Lions Clubs in Western Aus-
tralia could recognize a very special group of  young Western Australians  - and their 
families. At that time, there were many awards that recognized the achievements of 
young people - except the children with “special needs”. Since its modest beginnings, 
the Lions Children of Courage Awards has grown to be one of the most important an-
nual events in the Western Australian Lions’ calendar. 
 

What are the Lions Children of Courage Awards?  
 

Definitely not a competition! Every recipient of an award is a “winner” in his or her own 
right, as the recognition of these young people’s achievements will: 
 

· Act as an encouragement for their future 
· Help them to believe in themselves and 
· Help to increase their self-worth 
 

All children want to be accepted by others, regardless of any special needs they may 
have. These awards will portray them as children who have successfully overcome ad-
ditional barriers which face them in this world. 
 
Each year the children who are to receive an award, together with members of their 
nominating club and their families, are invited to attend a presentation. For the 
2008/2009 Lions year, it will be held in the auditorium at St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ 
School, Elliot Road, Karrinyup on Sunday 19 th April, 2009.  As each child is called 
forward for the presentation, a short summary of the reasons for the presentation and 
eligibility for the award is read. The recipient of the award then receives a framed certifi-
cate detailing the category under which the award is made and a trophy. 
 
Nominations are forwarded through local Lions Clubs for consideration and approval 
and are restricted to children between the ages of 5 and 15 years. 
 

Categories of the Award  
 

Special Needs 
 

Children with special needs who have shown courage in the face of adversity. Such 
children include those who are confined to wheelchairs, who are sight, hearing or 
speech impaired or have undergone long periods of medical treatment, surgery or hos-
pitalisation, which has perhaps brought pain and trauma to their young lives. 
 

Nominees in this category will be those children who have attempted to overcome 
these obstacles and who have striven to improve the quality of their lives. 
 

Courageous Act or Deed 
 

A child who without regard for personal safety, has been instrumental in the preserva-
tion of life and/or property, or has rendered assistance at an accident, or whose con-
cern for others is worthy of recognition. 
 

Outstanding Sporting Achievements 
 

A child who has overcome personal hardship and/or disadvantage to achieve a high 
degree of sporting prowess as an individual, or as a good team member. 
 

For further information please contact: 
District Chairman Lion Marcia Nicholls  
PO Box 156 Bridgetown, 6255 
Phone: 9761 4547; Mob.0419 927 638   
Email:  wraxall@iinet.net.au 
See also the District Website:  

             http://lionsdistrict201w2.mysouthwest.com.au 
 

LIONS “CHILDREN OF COURAGE”  
AWARD PROGRAMME 

The Lions Children of Courage Award Programme is no w 
established as an important and extremely worthwhil e an-

nual project of Lions Clubs International in  
Western Australia. 

8���
���!����������
��#������
�����
����
������F
�����������
�:���
!�
��#�������
����
��!�����
��
�&
�
�&���
���8�������6����
�
������5����������

��6���#�	���
���#��
)
��
�����#��������������
�������
�����
����
���������������������!���
��
����������3�����
!(��
��=�
�������
������!��
����������
��
�����������������:�����
�$������E�
�0��F���
-��$
����
�����G��:!������������!�
�8����
��
�����E 
�����
&G#�
��������������
������
��!��������%���$������!����
��������
�
	���  


